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A RT & C U LT U R A L P RO P E RT Y
Pierre Valentin, Founding Partner of Constantine Cannon’s Art & Cultural Property Law Group

Art and cultural property law is well-established across the globe and cases involve varied
and complicated legal issues. For an in-depth look at this subject, Lawyer Monthly reached
out to Pierre Valentin, the founding partner of Constantine Cannon’s Art & Cultural Property
Law Group, a specialist practice dedicated to providing legal advice to the international
art market. The Group consists of Pierre and four associates: Azmina Jasani, Rose Guest, Till
Vere-Hodge and Yulia Tosheva.
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stolen in the USA and recovered in London, art
belonging to a Swiss collector lost by a Londonbased storage company, a tax challenge related
to video and light art imported in the UK from the
USA, significant commission payments paid over
the sale of art, an aborted auction sale and art
lost during the Nazi era. We also pro-actively help
clients to avoid litigation by negotiating solutions
to disputes. This can include mediation which has
many advantages over litigation.
Other than disputes, what other legal services do
you provide?
We assist clients over a wide range of noncontentious matters.
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consignments to auction, loans to museums and
financing against art. We also give advice on a
wide range of issues relevant to art collectors
and art market professionals including import
and export controls, copyright, resale rights, antimoney laundering, consumer protection, data
protection and taxation.
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with Nazi-restitution claims?
Nazi-restitution claims can be highly complex. First,
your perspective will invariably depend on your
client. Acting for a claimant, you will want to argue
for the widest possible interpretation of what is
capable of restitution. Acting for the possessor, you
will rely on legal arguments to support a finding
that your client has good title, unless the client is
looking to achieve an equitable resolution of the
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